School Transition Program
Program Description
AID has developed a School Transition Program in an effort to provide students with a
more supported, meaningful, and successful transition to adult services. This program
is ISBE approved and housed at Keeler Center in Aurora, with certified teaching and
paraprofessional staff, as well as related service providers (Occupational Therapy, Speech
Therapy, Physical Therapy, Behavior Therapy – as mandated by IEP’s) who have the
ability to support individuals as they transition into their adult programs. This program
provides the unique opportunity for students to receive their transition program services
at the actual site they have chosen for adult services, making this a “true” transition and
allowing the time needed to fully and successfully transition into their adult placements.
Transition time will be dependent upon individual need.
Services
Students in this program will benefit from continuing their academic programs, if appropriate, while also
exploring vocational opportunities at the actual site where they will receive services as adults. The curriculum
focuses on all transition areas, including:
o
Functional life skills
o
Academics
o
Vocational skills
o
Community integration
o
Self-advocacy
In addition, students in this program have the following opportunities:
o
Art Class
o
Weekly community integration activities
o
Regular access to all Keeler Center facilities, including:
•
Therapeutic Pool
•
Gym
•
Kitchen
•
Sensory Room
Population Served
The AID School Transition Program provides services to individuals with Developmental
Disabilities who are between the ages of 18 and 21 years and plan to participate in
AID programs as adults. Special Education eligibility categories include: Intellectual
Disability, Autism, Multiple Disability, and Emotional Disturbance. Candidates must be
eligible for DHS/DRS funding and complete AID intake procedures prior to admission.
Ideal candidates for this program are those who receive the Children’s Home-Based
Waiver (which will transition to the adult waiver upon aging out of school services) or
have the ability to private-pay for adult services upon the completion of their school
program, as this will avoid a lapse in services.

Family Supports
AID staff understand how overwhelming the transition process can be for students and their families
and will provide assistance throughout the transition planning process. Supports may include:
o
Training and support regarding guardianship, transportation, residential and day 				
program options, and other topics as needed
o
Linkage to community/social service agencies
o
Parent support group(s)

Adult Programs Available at AID for School Transition Participants
(as a part-time resource during school placement and as adult placement options):
o
Keeler Center Classrooms – medically fragile, functional life skills programs
o
Autism Programs
o
Thompson Center Classrooms – functional life skills programs
o
Thompson Center Workshop
o
Supported Employment Program

For More Information, Please Contact:
Candice Cafarelli
Lead Teacher, AID School Transition Program
Direct: (630) 966-4273
Fax: (630) 859-1229
Email: ccafarelli@the-association.org

www.the-association.org
Thompson Center
Elgin Training Center
Van Emmon Center

309 W. New Indian Trail Court
Aurora, IL 60506
Intake: 630-966-4111
Phone: 630-966-4000
TDD: 630-844-5063

Behavioral Health

1230 N. Highland Avenue
Aurora, IL 60506
Phone: 630-966-4300

1135 Bowes Road
Elgin, IL 60123
Intake: 847-931-6233
Phone: 847-931-6200
TDD: 847-888-5551

135 E. Van Emmon Street
Yorkville, IL 60560
Intake DD: 630-966-4111
Phone: 630-966-4450

409 W. New Indian Trail Court
Aurora, IL 60506
Phone: 630-859-1144

8 S. Lincoln Street
Batavia, IL 60510
Intake DD: 630-966-4111
Phone: 630-966-4090

Keeler Center Pool

Crisis Intervention Services

About AID

Batavia Center

24-hour Crisis Line: 630-966-9393

For more than 50 years the Association for Individual Development (AID) has provided services to individuals who have
developmental and physical disabilities, and/or a mental illness, and those who have suffered a trauma or are at risk.
Serving more than 5,000 clients in 20 programs operating in 45 communities, AID is a leading provider of services that
address the unique needs of individuals throughout every stage of their lives. A person-centered approach coupled with
innovative practices ensures the highest level of acomplishment. Services are primarly funded through Medicaid. Alternate
funding streams include private pay and local funding.

Our Mission

Empower individuals with disabilities,
mental illness and special needs to
achieve ndependence and community
inclusion.

A United Way funded agency. For questions on
the quality or performance of services and CARF
accreditation, please contact our Department of Quality
Assurance at 630-966-4104. All substance abuse
treatment at AID is funded in whole or part by DASA

