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On August 14, 2021, AID staff, clients, families and friends 
gathered for an outdoor barbecue and presentation to 
celebrate Wanda Thomas’ official retirement as AID Senior 
Vice President of Developmental Disabilities Services. 
Clayton Muhammad, City of Aurora’s Chief Communications 
and Equity Officer was on hand to present a special City of 
Aurora “Wanda Thomas Day” Proclamation.

Throughout Wanda’s 47 year tenure with the agency, she 
held nine different positions, including: Director of Vocational 
Education and Training, Industrial Relations Director and 
Director of Keeler School/Infant Program. AID, and the 
communities we serve, appreciate Wanda Thomas’ incredible 
years of service and dedication.

A recording of the retirement celebration can be viewed online 
at facebook.com/AIDcares/videos.

Wanda Thomas, AID Senior Vice President, Retires After 47 Years of Service



LETTER FROM AID PRESIDENT
Dear Friends,

OUR MISSION:  
To empower people with physical, 
developmental, intellectual and 
mental health challenges to enjoy 
lives of dignity and purpose. 

ABOUT AID: 
AID is a nonprofit, community-
based organization that serves 
over 5,600 individuals throughout 
DeKalb, DuPage, Kane, Kendall, 
McHenry, suburban Cook and Will 
counties. Programs are available 
for individuals with physical, 
intellectual and developmental 
disabilities and those in need of 
behavioral health services. AID is 
a United Way partner agency and 
accredited by the Commission on 
Accreditation of Rehabilitation 
Facilities (CARF). 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
Please visit our website:  
AIDcares.org
 
or call: 
AID Services: 877-AID-0001 
  (877-243-0001)  
Crisis Line: 630-966-9393
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Whew! This latest COVID surge hit with a vengeance! Thankfully, 
most people had a milder case due to vaccination and boosters. 
But this time, through the holidays and January, has been mentally, 
physically and emotionally draining for the staff and leadership of 
AID. If you are able, please tell AID staff members how thankful you 
are for all that they have done and continue to do on a daily basis to 
support your loved ones and our friends and neighbors. 

We, along with most businesses across the nation, continue to 
struggle with the workforce crisis. As I write this note, we have more 
than 125 vacant positions at AID. We are offering $1000 sign on 
bonuses so please encourage people that you know to check out the 
job opportunities at AID. We serve seven counties and individuals 
with developmental, intellectual, physical and/or mental health 
challenges, those who have suffered a trauma, those experiencing 
immediate and/or chronic crises and those at risk to overcome 
personal, behavioral, societal and environmental barriers to achieve 
recovery, independence, self-reliance and to live the lives they 
choose. There is no greater calling!

Even in the midst of crises, good things happen:

• AID recently completed an incredibly successful Commission 
on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF) survey 

• AID has been awarded funding from the Illinois Housing 
Development Authority (IHDA) to build a 24-unit Supportive 
Housing building in Elgin 

• McHenry and DeKalb County mental health services have 
expanded 

• We are bringing an onsite, closed-door pharmacy to our Aurora 
community mental health center site to create greater access 
for our clients to their medications 

• We have created and expanded street outreach to persons 
experiencing homelessness 

• AID was awarded a Crisis grant to enhance and expand Mobile 
Crisis Response 

• The continued and generous support of funders and people like 
you! And so much more!

Lore Baker
AID President & CEO

I’m incredibly proud of AID staff and leadership and I’m looking 
forward to all of the good things to come in 2022!
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2022 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

BACK ROW: Matt Bretz, Clifford Klotz (Vice Chairman), James Gould (Secretary), Dan Lundberg  
(Retired Director), David De La Fuente, Chuck Miles (Treasurer), Patrick Flaherty 

 
FRONT ROW: Inez Toledo (Retired Director), Diana Law, AID President Lore Baker,  

Toni Vaughan, Dr. Melinda Tejada (Chairwoman)
 

NOT PICTURED: Dr. Timothy Brown, Dr. Greg Long, Wendy Swims, Merritt Walker

AID HOUSING 
BOARDS

HUD
Walt Dwyer
Chairman 

Lore Baker
Director 

Frank Czekajlo
Director 

Rick Poulton
Director

Get Connected!
Sign up to receive exciting AID news 

and updates directly to your inbox!

Enter your e-mail in the  
pop-up window at AIDcares.org 

or scan this QR code:

Receive the following directly to your inbox!
• FRIDAY FOCUS: 

Each Friday, a specific AID 
program or service is highlighted 
with a client success story and 
detailed program information.

• ADVOCACY ALERTS: 
Receive important legislative alerts 
that affect AID and our community. 
Includes direct calls to action.

...and more!

AID IS A PROUD MEMBER OF THE FOLLOWING CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE:

CHDO
Chuck Miles

Chairman 
Matt Bretz
Treasurer 

Carolyn Russell
Director 

Lester Sutcliff
Director



3

At AID, we believe that all people have inherent worth and dignity, and we see everyone — all clients 
and their families, all staff, all volunteers, and all interns — as valued members of the AID community.  
We therefore value and commit to Equity and Inclusion in serving our clients and in our workforce.

What we mean by Equity and Inclusion:
By equity we mean fairness, which often requires not treating everyone equally. Achieving a fair 

playing field requires going above and beyond to provide different avenues for different individuals, 
according to the needs of each, and striving to have the best possible outcome for each person. Equity 

means providing all with true access to safe, high - quality services, supports and opportunities, and 
recognizing and working to eliminate systemic barriers to such access.

By inclusion we mean welcoming everyone and providing all with genuine opportunities to participate 
in everything that we do. Inclusion opens a very wide umbrella, under which every difference is 

welcomed, including differences in race, ethnicity, physical and cognitive abilities, gender identity and 
expression, age, national origin, language, sexual orientation, body size, documentation status, housing 

status, economic status, ability to pay for services, job status, religious or spiritual practice, recovery 
status, substance users, thinking and doing styles, and more. Inclusion means taking action to consider 
and involve everyone, and enabling all to get involved, actively participate, and be heard. Inclusion also 

means recognizing and working to eliminate systemic barriers to full participation by all.

Our Commitments:
We commit to integrating equity and inclusion into all aspects of what we do, into all our functions 
and processes, into all our departments, and into how we handle every situation. For us, equity and 

inclusion will simply be the way we do things. Each of us brings different experiences, privileges, and 
beliefs to AID, but all of us commit to using our differences to create lives of dignity and purpose with 

the people we serve and the people with whom we work.

We commit to reflecting, in all our service locations and on our board, the diversity and needs of our 
clients and the communities we serve, especially the needs of historically underserved groups. We 

value diverse perspectives and commit to including all voices—those of clients and their families, and 
the staff, volunteers and interns—in every key conversation. At AID, everyone will have a voice, and 
everyone will be recognized for their individual capacities and efforts. All staff will be treated fairly, 

given equal consideration, and provided equitable opportunities to grow in knowledge and experience 
that positions them for advancement.

We know that we are on a journey, one in which this Equity and Inclusion Statement is just one early 
step. Therefore, we commit to continuous learning and process improvement, and to making changes 
and correcting course as needed. At every point in our journey, we commit to both talking the talk and 

walking the walk.

AID has begun a journey toward making equity and inclusion a critical priority. AID seeks to be 
an organization that recognizes the valuable contributions of the people that we serve and of 
our colleagues, the people who provide those services. We seek to infuse equity and inclusion 

into all key areas that impact our clients, our staff and board, our operations and our resources.
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AID Hosts “Shine Bright Like a Diamond” Benefit Auction

Do you have any unused Amazon gift cards?
As AID team members continue to find housing for 
individuals in our community, there remains a need 
to assist in providing essential household items. 
Community members exiting homelessness or  
those moving into their first apartment could use a 
helping hand.

Please consider browsing the AID Amazon Wishlist 
(aidcares.org/client-wishlist) for essential items such 
as bed sheets, bath towels, dishes, silverware and more 
so our clients can thrive in their new home and in the 
community.

Note: Amazon does NOT provide AID with the name(s) 
of individuals who purchase from our Amazon 
Wishlist. If you would like an official thank you letter 
from AID for tax purposes, please e-mail  
info@aidcares.org after your purchase with the date 
of your purchase and the items purchased OR simply 
attach an invoice/receipt of your purchase.

AID hosted a 60th Anniversary-“Shine Bright Like a Diamond” themed benefit auction on 
Thursday, September 30, at the scenic Fishermen’s Inn (43W901 Main Street Rd., Elburn, IL 
60119). Unique and exciting items and vacations were available for bidding during the live and 
silent auctions with all proceeds benefitting 6,400 children and adults with developmental, 
behavioral and crisis needs receiving services through AID. 

A touching video montage ended the event and gave attendees a firsthand look at how 
community generosity can make a positive impact in the lives of individuals with developmental, 
behavioral and crisis needs. The demand for services far outweighs the current resources. 
Community support is crucial to help preserve and enhance services.
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Generous Donors make AID Giving 
Tuesday a Success!
AID raised an incredible $62,493 on #ILGIVE “Giving 
Tuesday” (November 30, 2021) thanks to over 180 
individual donors! #ILGIVE is a statewide, non-
partisan movement to support nonprofit
communities in Illinois by increasing individual giving; 
it is part of the “Giving Tuesday” campaign. This 
year’s AID “Giving Tuesday” fundraising campaign 
highlighted three individuals experiencing success in 
several different programs.

Experiencing profound grief and 
depression after losing both her 
brother and father within four 
months, Robyn sought local mental 
health services. Robyn found the 
coping mechanisms and relief 
she desperately needed with AID 

McHenry Behavioral Health Services. With the 
guidance of one-on-one therapy and individualized 
medication management, Robyn has regained 
control of her life. She is currently back in school 
and looks forward to returning to the workforce in 
the near future.

Rafael always dreamed of having a 
job. He has a tenacious work ethic, 
but needed extra support to get the job he wanted. Thanks to the guidance 
and support of AID Employment Services specialists, Rafael learned the 
necessary skills to secure a job as a member of the janitorial crew working 
at the Federal Aviation Administration (Aurora). Rafael recently celebrated 
his third anniversary at the FAA and is just as committed to his job as the 

day he started. His enthusiasm for his job shone through in a recent presentation he made 
to fellow AID clients about the joy of having a career.

After the tragic and sudden loss of a child, a father and a best friend, Jane 
was overcome with grief. The inability to cope with these life events and 
lack of familial support led to 11 years of homelessness, increased substance 
use and exploitation in the form of prostitution by human traffickers. In 
September of this year, Jane made a concerted effort to change her life 
course. With the help of the AID Street Outreach program and the Elgin 
Housing Authority, Jane moved into her own apartment for the first time 

in over a decade. As she continues to attend therapy sessions and seek-out a career, Jane’s 
future is looking brighter than ever before.

Amid a time of uncertainty, it is so rewarding to highlight and celebrate great successes! 
The continued generosity of our supporters can help AID make a difference in the lives of 
thousands more individuals like Robyn, Rafael and Jane.



On behalf of individuals receiving 
services, AID sends a huge  

THANK YOU to Recovery Centers of 
America (St. Charles) for supporting our 

Street Outreach program with a very 
generous monetary donation.

AID Certified Recovery Support Specialist 
Donna B. (second from left) recently 

 joined other local mental health professionals 
and Congresswoman Lauren Underwood 

for an important McHenry County Mental 
Health Board suicide prevention roundtable 

discussion. 
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Despite the bitter cold, the AID Kiwanis 
Club of Elgin Aktion Club members 

persevered and raised important funds 
outside Walmart (Elgin) to support the 

Elgin Salvation Army.

AID and the Community Foundation of the  
Fox River Valley were honored to host the 
Aurora Regional Chamber of Commerce 

Leadership Academy. The academy’s goal 
is to create a development opportunity for 

graduates to serve and enhance themselves, 
their employers and the community.

AID was honored to be part of the Geneva 
History Museum Giving Tree Event.
Local non-profits decorated trees 
throughout storefronts in Geneva. 

Individuals had an opportunity to vote and 
raise funds for participating organizations.

Thank you to Ken Bruderle, Elgin 
Township Supervisor, for visiting our 
Elgin Community Day Services and 
awarding significant Elgin Township 

funds for programmatic support and an 
additional contribution for transportation 

for our Elgin Township residents.

Thank you to the generous members 
of Zonta (West Illinois) for providing 

essential items for members of 
our community who are currently 

experiencing homelessness.  
Your support is deeply appreciated and 

truly vital at this time of the year.

Allison Stark, Illinois Department of 
Human Services Director of the Division 
of Developmental Disabilities, visited our 
Community Day Services to learn about 

our important programs and critical 
agency concerns.

Thank you to several Exelon employees 
for volunteering their time to help 
us clean and organize our Aurora 
warehouse. We are lucky to have 

such amazing community champions 
supporting our organization!



AID is seeking highly qualified applicants to provide 
community-based services to individuals with physical, 

intellectual disabilities and mental health challenges. 

$1,000 SIGN-ON BONUS AVAILABLE FOR ALL  
DIRECT SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS!

MULTIPLE FULL & PART-TIME POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
IN AURORA, ELGIN, TRI-CITIES AND YORKVILLE!

BENEFITS: Tuition reimbursement, paid training, 21-31 paid  
days off/year, 7 paid holidays/year, health/vision/dental  
benefits, employer-paid life and disability insurance,  
critical illness and off-the job training, retirement plan...

$1,000
SIGN-ON BONUS!

JOIN THE AID TEAM!

APPLY ONLINE
AIDCARES.ORG/CAREERS

MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR YOURSELF AND YOUR COMMUNITY!

Mattress Firm of Montgomery, Illinois Makes Generous Donation to AID
We owe a debt of gratitude to Store Manager Kanton Williams (right), 
Assistant Store Manager Bob Kavalle (left) and the entire team of 
Mattress Firm (Montgomery, IL) for their generous support in a time of 
need for AID clients who were experiencing homelessness and recently 
had the opportunity to access affordable housing. 

Kanton's non-profit discount and partnership allowed us to meet the 
needs for mattresses and bedframes. Thank you for being amazing 
community champions!

AID Clients Honor Service Members on Veteran’s Day
AID Community Day Services clients had the opportunity to create and 
deliver “Thank You” cards to Veterans in nursing homes to brighten up 
their day and honor their time bravely serving in the Armed Forces of  
the United States of America.
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Ben Alexander
Greg and Patrice

Alexander
Susan Lundholm

Lisa Alexander
Susan Lundholm

Becky Furnish
Barbara Suhrbur

Judith Gramme
Joann Kyes
Robert Gramme Jr.

Craig Simmons
Becky Simmons
 
Dorothy Strzelczyk
Joe and Barbara

Bretz

Jacalyn Walden
Evelyn Walden

MEMORIALS 
1/1/21 - 6/30/21

1. Visit 
    AIDcares.org

2. Select
   “Donate”
    from  the
    Support Tab

3. Fill in Required
    Information

4. Select “Yes” 
    in the
   “Dedicate
    this Donation”
    section.

Honor that 
special someone 

today!

GRANTS & DONATIONS
1/1/21 - 6/30/21

Linda Albrecht
Amvets Post #103

Ladies Auxiliary
Barbara Anderson
Assurance 

Agency Ltd.
Aurora Township
Baird & Warner 

(Algonquin)
Lore Baker

Johan and Carol
Bayer

Marion 
Begalka

Bonita Blyth
Edward and Gerda 

Boone
Rob and Jean 

Borchert
Linda Bressler

Joseph and Inga 
Borowski

Boys and Girls 
Club

Matthew* & 
Brittany Bretz

Penny
 Brizzolara

Dr. Tim* and Susan 
Brown

Andrew and
Patricia Buck

Charles and Lenore 
Buglio

Ray Burman
Arline Camm
Charities Aid 

Foundation of
America 

City of Aurora

Janet Krahn 
Barbara Weiner

Ben Steinberg 
Dennis and Daryl

Galinsky

Wanda Thomas 
Penny Brizzolara
Julee DeGeus
Martha Egeland
Theodia Gillespie
Jerri Ingram
Diana Law and

Robert Dore
Dan and Melissa 

Lundberg
Keith and Theresa

Malkowski
Michelle Martinez
Clem and 

Susan Mejia
Doug Milewski
Mark and Lori

Muscato

HONORARIUMS
1/1/21 - 6/30/21

Tom and Lynn 
O’Shea

Diane Pillar
George and Linda 

Plotzke
Connie Scott
Dennis and Susan Siy
Abraham Steinberg 

and Candice
Goldstein

Melinda and Marcos 
Tejada

Mary Trippon

Daniel Trippon 
Raymond and 

Mary Anne Du Ray

Adam Wormley 
Jason Ammenhauser

Wills & 
Contributions

Do you want to help 
shape the future of AID 

after your lifetime? 
 

If so, there are several 
ways you can do this in 

your will. 
 

Learn more by e-mailing 
your contact information 

to info@aidcares.org.
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GRANTS & DONATIONS
1/1/21 - 6/30/21

Joan Collins
Cross Country

Mortgage
Angela Cudmore
Terry Cunningham
Lillian Curylo
Randy and Debby 

Dalton
David* and Donna 

De La Fuente
John and Elizabeth 

Del Genio
DeKalb County 

Mental Health
Board

Brad and 
Bernadine 

DeKing
Julie Dicus
Dundee Township 

Lions Club
Walter and Janet 

Dwyer
Rita Ehrenberg
Martha Egeland
Elgin State Bank
George and Denise 

Engeln
Eugene and Eileen 

Faut
Jesus and Kimberly

Feliciano
Pat* and Judith

Flaherty

Tim and Joanne
Furnas

Geneva 
Community 

Chest
Dulcinea 

Gillman
Delores Glynn
Rebecca Good
Bob and Terry

Gorski
Jim Gould* and

Jenna Korenstra
Susan Kuen

Gregory
Richard 

Hagerman
Hanover Township

Mental Health
Board

Edward and Susan
Harney

Sheldon Hayer
Herb’s Glass and

Mirror (Elgin)
Ryun Hobbs
Hollywood Casino

(Aurora)
Kevin and Susan

Hopper
Ron and Carole

Hosler
Dave and Cathy

Hoyda

IHC Construction
Company LLC.

International
Brotherhood of
Electrical 
Workers
L.O. #117

Lisa Ippolito
Jeanne Isabel
Janus Family

Foundation
Jeff and Beth

Johnson
Robert 

Johnson
Kiwanis Club 

of Elgin
Dennis and Daryl

Galinsky
Cliff* and Marilynn

Klotz
Curtis and Angela

Klotz
Knights of

Columbus
Council
#12497

Knights of
Columbus
Council
#16720

Knights of
Columbus 
Council #2191

Knights of
Columbus 
Council #4849

Knights of
Columbus 
Council #654

Knights of
Columbus 
Council #736

Jeff and Janet
Krahn

Victor and Debbie
Krause

Thomas and
Patricia Krave

Kreativ Edge
(Yorkville)

Carla Kroll
Lars and Connie

Kruse
Patricia Lackman
Christie Plotzke 

and Jeremy
LaDue

Lauderdale Electric
Dr. Greg Long*
Diana Law* and

Robert Dore
Esther Lebbin
Jan Leo
Craig and Dawn

Liebentritt
Owen and Susan

Lowrey
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GRANTS & DONATIONS
1/1/21 - 6/30/21

Maria 
Lopez-Iftikhar

Dan and Melissa 
Lundberg

Daniel and Karen 
Maki

Raj and Dolly 
Mandrelle

Michelle Martinez
Mark and Carolyn 

McDonald
McHenry County 

Building Trades 
Council

McHenry County 
Mental Health 
Board

Charles 
McNamara

Clem and Susan 
Mejia

Chuck* and Sheri 
Miles

Doug 
Milewski

Fred and Wendy 
Mosier

Edward Murtaugh
Mark and Lori 

Muscato
Dale and Pamela

Nass
Kathryn Norwood

Northern Trust
Charitable Giving 
Program

Stephanie 
Norwood

Robert Novack
Daniel O’Connell
Terry and Kim Olah
Reed and Ute 

O’Malley
Chrissa Osborn
Tom and Lynn 

O’Shea
PackSmart, Inc.
Jeff and Mary 

Phillips
George and Linda 

Plotzke
John and Suzanne 

Potter
Al and Penny 

Ramirez
John and Chrisann 

Ramos
Steve and Betty 

Rauschenberger
Rose Reid
Bruce and Linda 

Rohr
Thomas and 

Deborah Russo
John Saylor
Linda Schettko

Bob and Mary 
Sejnoha

Herb and Jan 
Sharpless

Cheryl and Craig 
Simoncelli

Bruce and Kathy 
Simpson

Max and Kelli 
Sinclair

David Smith & 
Suzanne 
Bessette-Smith

St. Charles Kiwanis 
Golden “K”

James and Karen 
Staulcup

Joseph and Tracy 
Steffen

James and 
Deborah 

Stob
Abraham

Steinberg 
and Candice 
Goldstein

Frank and Mary 
Summers

Rita Sutton
System Sensor

(St. Charles)
Willie and Wendy* 

Swims

Dr. Melinda* and 
Marcos Tejada

Doug and Dawn 
Terpstra

Larry and Wanda 
Thomas

Sonja Tiberi
Peter and Wendy 

Trainor
Mary Trippon
Trust Company 

of Illinois
Norm and Shirley 

Turner
Bob and Toni* 

Vaughan
Merritt* and Ruth 

Ann Walker
Waubonsee 

Community 
College

Julie Weingarz
Juanita Wells
Weldstar
Wendy Wilson
William Wrigley, Jr. 

Company
George & Pat 

Woltman
Woman’s Club 

of Aurora
Joe Zieske
*Indicates Board Member



309 New Indian Trail Court
Aurora, Illinois 60506-2494
www.AIDcares.org

ANNUAL MEETING & AWARDS CELEBRATION - WED., MAY 18 - 4:30 P.M.

Join us for a virtual celebration to recognize client achievement 
and honor the generosity and dedication of volunteers, donors, 
community supporters and employees who helped make 2021  
a success, despite the unprecedented challenges brought on by the 
pandemic. The AID Annual Meeting is open to the public. Keep an 
eye on AIDcares.org for a link to the virtual event in late April.

We look forward to a reimagined and exciting event to benefit AID 
and our mission to empower people with developmental disabilities 
and those with mental health needs in our communities. This 
new and updated event is sure to be a ton of fun! Keep an eye on 
AIDcares.org for information in the near future.

AID BENEFIT 5K - DATE AND TIME TBD

facebook.com/AIDcares twitter.com/AIDtweets

Connect with us on

https://bit.ly/3dsCGom


